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The HLAA Walk4Hearing has grown 
tremendously in the number of events, 
sponsors, volunteers, teams, walkers and 
donations. In 2008, Alliance* groups 
started teaming up with HLAA to create 
greater awareness of hearing loss, help 
raise money and have the benefit of 
retaining a portion of the total amount 
raised by their team(s) for their own 
programs within their local community. 
 Besides generating awareness, 
excitement, positive energy, empower-
ment and raising funds, the number of 
Alliance groups grew from 16 in 2008 
to 135 in 2012.

*An Alliance group is a close association of other 
groups, such as a school, hospital, hearing health 
care-related entity or house of worship, formed to 
advance common interests or causes.

Clarke School for 
Hearing and Speech 
2012 New York City Walk4Hearing
“We have been a proud Alliance group 
of the New York City Walk4Hearing 
for four years. Since our first Walk, 
Team Clarke has continued to grow 
larger and louder! This year 200 current 
and alumni families, staff members 
and friends helped raise more than 

$28,000 for our school and HLAA.The 
Walk4Hearing is inspiring and exciting 
for everyone in our community. We love 
the way it brings so many of us together 
to show—and tell—the world that 
anything is possible for children and 
adults who are deaf or hard of hearing. 
 “The funds raised at this year’s 
event will support Clarke School New 
York’s mission of providing children 
who are deaf or hard of hearing with the 
listening, learning and spoken language 
skills they need to succeed. We can’t 
think of a better gift for our children! 
Thank you HLAA!” 
—Meredith Berger, director  
of Clarke School New York

Delaware County 
Intermediate Unit (DCIU)
2012 Pennsylvania Walk4Hearing
“This year the DCIU team was the  
largest registered team at the Pennsyl-
vania Walk4Hearing. DCIU is a public 
education consortium comprised of 
15 school districts that provide special 
education services to students with hearing 
loss from birth to 21 years of age. With 
the impact of financial hardships and 
drastic reductions in budgets, money 
raised from the Walk enables us to offer  
students and families the ability to parti-
cipate in activities and provide support 
such as field trips, music programs, family 
support programs and funding for such 
equipment as FM systems.  
 “For many DCIU staff and families, 
the Walk4Hearing is about bringing 
together a remarkable group of people of 
all ages. It is an opportunity for families 
to bond over a commitment to providing 
their children with the highest quality 
education possible.”
—Stefani Doyle, supervisor of hearing  
and language programs

Horace Mann PreK-8 School 
2012 Dayton/Cincinnati 
Walk4Hearing
“Horace Mann PreK-8 School of Dayton 
Public Schools participated in the 2012 

Strength in Alliances
Money raised in the community stays in the 
community for programs for people with hearing loss.

By Ronnie Adler
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Dayton/Cincinnati Walk4Hearing. The 
school has a program for students who 
are deaf or hard of hearing that takes a  
total communications approach. Students 
are taught in and to communicate via 
multiple modes of communication: 
American Sign Language, lipreading and 
speech. The program is a wonderful asset 
to the Dayton community. 
 “Money raised through the 
Walk4Hearing will enable the program 
to purchase classroom supplies, sign 
language dictionaries and digital video 
equipment that will be used to aid 
the students throughout the language 
development process.”
—Marlene Ferry, Walk4Hearing  
team captain

Children’s Hearing Institute 
2012 New York City Walk4Hearing
“The Children’s Hearing Institute is 
proud to participate as an Alliance 
group as well as a local sponsor of the 
New York City Walk4Hearing. We walk 
to get the message out to the masses 
that hearing loss is not an eventuality of 
increasing age, but affects the youngest 
of us. We have made it our mission to 
help provide programs that aid children 
to achieve not just academic success, but 
lifetime success. 
 “The funds raised from the 
Walk4Hearing go toward underwriting 
our Educational Outreach Program 
which provides workshops for children, 
their families and the professionals who 
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work with them. It is an honor to be a 
part of such a worthy cause that brings 
about support and awareness to the 
hearing loss community.” 
—Melissa Willis, executive director  
of CHI

University of Chicago Hospital 
2012 Chicago Walk4Hearing
“The University of Chicago Hospital’s 
Pediatric Hearing Loss and Cochlear 
Implant Program participated as Team 
EAR. Through our participation we 
have been able to set aside funds to 
enhance both our clinical practice and 
research. We also have been able to 
start a loaner hearing aid bank, provide 
resources for our families and offer 
community outreach programs. 
 “We are very grateful for the 
Walk4Hearing which has given us 
opportunities to provide children with 

Horace Mann PreK-8 School

hearing loss to have access to the world 
of sound and spoken language. The 
Walk4Hearing has not only given us 
more opportunities, but provided a fun 
event to reconnect with colleagues and 
families!”
—Sally Tannenbaum, auditory verbal 
therapist, University of Chicago

CREC Soundbridge 
2012 Hartford Walk4Hearing
“CREC Soundbridge is a regional 
program for children with hearing 
loss whose parents have chosen to give 
them the gift of speech. The funds we 
raised through the Walk4Hearing are 
earmarked for a technology lending 
library, which provides backup cochlear 
implants, hearing aids and FM equip-
ment for children. We also have been  
able to purchase two cochlear implant  
processors as well as a variety of 
necessary cords and peripheral 
components. 
 “With the Walk funds we have been 
able to stay current with technological 
changes, which helps us keep our com-
mitment to our students having the best 
auditory access possible.
 “It has been wonderful to see our  
students, their families, various pro-
fessionals and community members 
come together at the Walk4Hearing 
in support of the Walk4Hearing and 
CREC Soundbridge mission.”
—Maura McGuire, assistant director  
of CREC Soundbridge

Ronnie Adler is the director of the 
Walk4Hearing. She can be reached at 
radler@hearingloss.org.

University of Chicago Hospital
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